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PRICE"

_ Cheap good

Alcxandra Harney ’97 examines the
tallout of “the China price” By Irés Blasi 03

eadlines last fall wore full of news

about recalls of Chine s produg s

dead-lacten children™s rov: tinted
pet foud; toothpaste laced with diethyl-
ene ghyeol, a toxic chemical commaonly
vsed in antifreesc,

Those in the know were hardly
shocked. Many Chinese manutacturers
regularly rake extreme measurey —
overworking laborers, using deadly
chemicals, falsifying records o circum-
vent safery codes -— to keep costs low,
The time to pay the piper was due to
hit sooner of later, s Alexandra
Harney "97, a Fingneial Times corre-
spondent, explains in The China Price:
The Trise Cost of Chinese Compeittive
Advantage,

To be published by Penguin later
this month, the book explores how
“the China price” has become "the low-
est price possible” Harney examines
the costs -— risks to public health and
the environment, 25 well a3 economic
and cultural repercussions —— ctha
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s at what cost?

these “bargains” exact from China and
the world ar large.

Always fascinated by Asia, Harney
studied Japanese in high school and
wrote her thesis for the Woodrow
Wilson School on Japanese defense
policy. After graduation, she studied at
Tokyo University, but abandoned aca-
demia when offered 4 post as a
Fenancial Trimes reporter. After four-and-
a-half years as a reporter in Tokyo and
an editorial stine in London, Harney
was rransferred o Hong Kong in 2003,
where, on weekly erips o the main-
land, she witnessed firsthand the pres-
sure facrory managers were under to
cut costs and baost praduction.

Harney decided to investigate, taking
a temporary leave from journalism to
accept a position at the University of
Hong Keng. The move paid off:
Approaching sources — both workers
and managers -~ as an academic
instead of a journalist earned her both
trust and access.
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Ancient Soins e book st lft,
Nlustrium imaglnes (Images of the
llustrious}, published in Lyans, France, in

1524, is the earliest printed book to illws-
trate ancient coins. it Is among 230 [tams

incluging rara books. ceins, medals, and
manuscripts from the University Ubrary's |
Oapartment of Rara Baoks and Special
Collections that are featured in aa exhibi-
tion, “Numismatics in the Renaissance,”
at Firestone Library, Ameng the items on
digplay are coins and medals of the
Renaissance and tha ancignt Grask #nd
Reman coing that ingpired them; 15th-
and 16th-century books about ancient
colns; and 16thcentury drawings and
prints of anclent sculptura from the
Princaton University Art Musaum. The
exhitiit runs through July 20,
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Alexandra Harnay '97 intarviewed Chinnse workers
and factary managers for her book, “The China Price.”

Representatives that American com-
panies send abroad often are shown
dummy or model facrories, but Harney
saw the “one-star factories” (China’s
“dirty open secret) Harney says), where
ourpuc is 20 to 30 percent higher than
in the model factories because employ-
ees work much longer than the govern-
ment-regulated workweek. Harney also
spent tirne with people such as Tang
Manzhen, who lost her 36-year-old hus-
band, Deng, 1o silicosis, a lung disease
caused by repeated inhalation of dust.
He had worked grinding semiprecious
stones at a jewelry factory.

Harney is quick to clarify: The
China price is “not all bad; she says. As
industry grew rapidly to meet the
waorld’s demand, millions of workers
were lifted gut of poverty. And yet, as
Harney writes, “China has become a
victim of its gwn success,” faced with
the gargantuan task of cleaning up its
environment and improving condi-

tions for the estimaced 200 million
WOTKErRS toUIng 1 dangerous sIedations.

Change is on the horizon as workers
increasingly unionize, Harney argues,
and the minimum wage has been
raised in some provinges, Ultimately,
the country’s ability to shuft from
“provider” to “innovator” will deter-
mine its future path, she says,

“I hope the next time people buy
something, they'll look at the label and
think, ‘“Whar's the real price of my §3
Tshire? " Harney says. &

Iris Blasi 03 I5 a writer and editor in
New York City.
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